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Duringmy 27 yearsofpublic serviceI havebeenaskedto undertakeavarietyof
differentassignmentswithin thepublic safetysector. As Vice-PresidentoftheActon
Patrolman’sUnion I represent24 menandwomenwhoareemployedby a townnamed
Acton.

A townby definition is ahumansettlementlargerthatavillagebut smallerthana city.
Thesizefor whatconstitutesatown variesconsiderablyin differentpartsof theworld.
For examplemanysmall townsin theUnitedStateswould andcanbe regardedasa
village. Whatdoesit taketo buildavillage? I’ve searchedtheinternetandkeptcoming
up with onecommonanswerto this questionit is People. TheTownof Acton is built on
peopleandcontinuesto bebuilt daily to betteritself for thepeoplewho work andlive
here. Acton is rankedas#16by MoneyMagazineasoneof thetop 100 placesto live in
theUnitedStates.I oftenthoughtwhatit takesto havecommunitythatmakesthis list I
feel it takescooperationby its community.

Thetown’s unionswereaskedto be on aworking groupin an effort to comeup with
alternativecostsavinghealthcareoptionsotherthanChapter69, I wasaskedto represent
ourunion. On thefirst dayofourmeetingweall cameinto this roomwith whatI felt
weredifferent ideasbutknewwehadto find asolution,a solutionthat wecanall agree
upon. Thetaskwouldbeahugeundertakingthat noneof ushadeverbeenfacedwith
before.As theweekswent by thisgroupcametogetherasa group,agroupthatbuildsa
village daily.

Duringmy 27 yearsof public serviceI haveneverseenall employeegroupsunified on
oneissue,this hasa lot to sayaboutthemembersof ourvillage. I standbeforeyou
tonightandcansaythatI amproudto haveservedon this workinggroupwith peoplethat
I haveknownthroughtheyearsascolleaguesbut now haveno problemsnow calling
uponanyof themnot just asacolleaguebut asafriend. I hearof work forceshaving
“teambuilding events”this workinggroupin my estimationhasbuilt a teamthatcan
only compareto an Olympic team.

As aworking group/teamwebringto you this eveningabrick. This brick webring
beforeyou to hopefullyacceptaswhatwehaveformedasaunifiedgroupto addto the
foundationthatmaintainsActon asoneof thebestplacesto live.

Letterfrom DET ChristopherPrehl


